
sdg2advocacyhub sdg2advocacyhub.org info@sdg2advocacyhub.org

This brief aims to support advocacy efforts for the
prioritisation of nutrition and food security in the

upcoming IDA21 Replenishment
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A fund for people and planet, the World Bank’s International Development Agency (IDA)
offers expertise and concessional financing to 75 recipient countries for critical investments
in a country’s national development plans across a breadth of sectors, including
infrastructure, agriculture, water, health systems, education and climate. IDA is the largest
source of sustainable financing in the form of grants and low-interest loans for low-income
countries, leveraging USD$3.50 for every $1 of donor contributions. IDA’s Crisis Response
Window supports recipient countries in responding and building resilience to climate
catastrophes, conflict, and economic crises. The replenishment of IDA occurs on a three-
year cycle that brings together donor governments and recipient countries to review IDA’s
policy package and replenish its funds. The 21st Replenishment of IDA that will be
negotiated and concluded in December 2024 will guide IDA investments and policies over
the next three years – a critical period that will determine the achievement of the 2030
Global Goals and the WB’s mission to end poverty on a liveable planet.

The world is trapped in a cycle of food crises. The number of hungry and malnourished
people is now rising year on year. 286.1 million people in 59 territories faced acute food
insecurity in 2023. Acute malnutrition in women and children worsened in food crisis
countries with an estimated 9.8 million children facing severe acute malnutrition, the most
life-threatening form of malnutrition. At the same time, 3.1 bill ion people globally cannot
afford a healthy diet while 2 in 3 children are missing a minimally healthy diet needed to
grow.

The situation is particularly stark in the 75 IDA countries that are home to a quarter of
humanity. One in three IDA nations are poorer now than pre-COVID-19 pandemic. Half face
or are at risk of debt distress. 33 are fragile and conflict-affected states while the cost of
climate disasters has doubled in IDA countries in the last ten years. All of these factors
have contributed to the doubling of food-insecure people in IDA countries since 2019,
reaching 651 million people in 2023. The prevalence of child stunting in IDA countries
(24.7%) is double that of other emerging market and developing countries (12.1%) and nine
times higher than advanced economies (2.7%).

Malnutrition prevents millions of individuals from reaching their full potential, with ripple
effects for their families and communities. A malnourished child is significantly more likely
to suffer from slowed cognitive development and linear growth, a weakened immune system
and an increased risk of mortality, with an estimated 45% of child deaths linked to poor
nutrition. If they reach adulthood, the child is likely to face an increased risk of chronic
diseases. Beyond health, malnutrition is linked to reduced school attainment and lower
wages that make it difficult for an individual to escape poverty and restrict a country’s
economic growth. All forms of malnutrition costs the global economy an estimated USD $3.5
tril l ion a year. With the working-age population of IDA countries projected to increase over
the next 60 years but decline in the rest of the world, ensuring access to affordable
nutritious food is an investment in grey matter infrastructure, equitable economic growth and
global prosperity.

Rural communities are being left further behind. Smallholder farmers, many of whom are
women, face persistent poverty, food insecurity and malnutrition that leads to poor health
outcomes, limit their agricultural productivity and incomes, and perpetuate intergenerational
poverty and inequality. Living in remote areas, rural people face multiple barriers to
accessing health services, social protection, financing, insurance and other inputs. Despite
these barriers, smallholders play a critical role in ensuring food and nutrition security,
growing as much as 80% of all the food produced in parts of Sub-Saharan Africa and parts
of Asia. Smallholders are also on the frontlines of climate change without the necessary
tools to adapt. To end extreme poverty, hunger, and malnutrition while safeguarding and
transforming future food systems, IDA21 must reach the people and communities who feed
the planet. Find here a deep-dive on the opportunity of IDA21 for the African continent.
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I D A 2 1  c a n  t u r n  t h e  t i d e  f o r  i m p r o v e d  f o o d  s e c u r i t y  a n d  n u t r i t i o n

T h e  W o r l d  B a n k  h a s  b e e n  a  l e a d e r  o n  f o o d  s e c u r i t y  a n d  n u t r i t i o n  i s s u e s  t o  d a t e .  T h r o u g h
I D A 2 0 ,  1 8 3 . 5  m i l l i o n  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  g r a n t e d  a c c e s s  t o  b a s i c  n u t r i t i o n  s e r v i c e s  a n d
2 . 6 3  m i l l i o n  f a r m e r s  a d o p t e d  i m p r o v e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t e c h n o l o g y .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  g r e a t e r  d e m a n d
f o r  f o o d  s e c u r i t y  s u p p o r t  i n  2 0 2 2  d u e  t o  t h e  r i s e  i n  g l o b a l  f o o d  p r i c e s ,  t h e  W o r l d  B a n k
i n c r e a s e d  i t s  o r i g i n a l  c o m m i t m e n t  f r o m  $ 3 0  b i l l i o n  t o  $ 4 5  b i l l i o n  —  o n e  o f  t h e  m o r e  s i g n i f i c a n t
f i n a n c i a l  p l e d g e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p o l y c r i s i s  –  t o  b e n e f i t  3 3 5  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e .  F o o d  s e c u r i t y  a n d
n u t r i t i o n  i s  o n e  o f  e i g h t  g l o b a l  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  s i x  G l o b a l  C h a l l e n g e s  P r o g r a m s
a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  W o r l d  B a n k  w i t h i n  i t s  E v o l u t i o n  R o a d m a p .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  W o r l d  B a n k  G r o u p ’ s
n e w  C o r p o r a t e  S c o r e c a r d  i n c l u d e s  s e v e r a l  i n d i c a t o r s  f o r  f o o d  s e c u r i t y  a n d  n u t r i t i o n  i n
o u t c o m e  a r e a s  “ H e a l t h i e r  L i v e s ”  a n d  “ S u s t a i n a b l e  F o o d  S y s t e m s ” .  P r i o r i t i s i n g  f o o d  s e c u r i t y
a n d  n u t r i t i o n  i n  I D A 2 1  i s  a  c r i t i c a l  p a t h w a y  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  m i s s i o n .

T h e r e  i s  a n  a p p e t i t e  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  W o r l d  B a n k  l e a d e r s h i p  o n  f o o d  s e c u r i t y  a n d  n u t r i t i o n .  I n  t h e
J o i n t  N a i r o b i  I D A  C o m m u n i q u e ,  1 9  A f r i c a n  H e a d s  o f  S t a t e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  v i t a l  r o l e  o f  I D A  a s
“ d e p e n d a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p a r t n e r  f o r  A f r i c a ”  a n d  i d e n t i f i e d  f o o d  s e c u r i t y  a n d  n u t r i t i o n  a s
I D A 2 1  p r i o r i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  “ s t r o n g e r  h u m a n  c a p i t a l ”  a n d  “ b u i l d i n g  r e s i l i e n c e  t o  c l i m a t e
a n d  f r a g i l i t y ” .  2 6  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  d e v e l o p i n g  F o o d  S e c u r i t y  C r i s i s  P r e p a r e d n e s s  P l a n s  t h a t
p r o m o t e  g r e a t e r  p r e p a r e d n e s s  a n d  e a r l y  a c t i o n  t o  h a l t  m a j o r  f o o d  a n d  n u t r i t i o n  c r i s e s  w i t h  a
c o o r d i n a t e d  r e s p o n s e .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  I D A 2 1
T h e  I D A 2 1  R e p l e n i s h m e n t  c o m e s  a t  a  t i m e  w h e n  t h e r e  i s  a n  u r g e n t  n e e d  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e
m o u n t i n g  r i s k s  o f  o v e r l a p p i n g  e x t r e m e  p o v e r t y ,  m a l n u t r i t i o n ,  f o o d  i n s e c u r i t y ,  h e a l t h  a n d
c l i m a t e  c r i s e s .  I n  t h e  s i x  y e a r s  r e m a i n i n g  t o  2 0 3 0 ,  t h e  w o r l d  i s  u n i v e r s a l l y  o f f  t r a c k  t o  a c h i e v e
S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l  2  t o  e n d  h u n g e r  a n d  a l l  f o r m s  o f  m a l n u t r i t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  I D A
c o u n t r i e s  w h e r e  9 2 %  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  f a c e  h u n g e r  l i v e .  W i t h  t h e  r i g h t  p o l i c y  p a c k a g e  a n d
f i n a n c i a l  i n v e s t m e n t s  t h a t  a d d r e s s  m a l n u t r i t i o n  a n d  f o o d  i n s e c u r i t y ,  t h e  I D A 2 1  R e p l e n i s h m e n t
c a n  b e  a  v i t a l  l i f e l i n e  o f  e v i d e n c e - b a s e d  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  s a v e  l i v e s  n o w ,  b u i l d  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d
s e c u r e  t h e  f u t u r e .

T o  l e v e r a g e  t h e  f u l l  e x t e n t  o f  I D A 2 1  a n d  t h e  e x p e r t i s e  o f  t h e  W o r l d  B a n k  d u r i n g  t h i s  g l o b a l  f o o d
c r i s i s ,  t h r e e  a c t i o n s  m u s t  t a k e  p l a c e :

I n c l u d e  a  l e n s  o n  N u t r i t i o n  a n d  F o o d  S e c u r i t y  w i t h i n  I D A 2 1  t o  s i g n a l  t h e  c e n t r a l i t y  o f  t h e
i s s u e  a n d  s p a r k  t h e  r o b u s t  c o m m i t m e n t s  n e e d e d  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  m u l t i - s e c t o r a l  n a t u r e  o f
n u t r i t i o n .  

1 .

I n c o r p o r a t e  I D A  s u b - i n d i c a t o r s  o n  a n a e m i a  a n d  c h i l d  w a s t i n g .  2 .
I n c r e a s e  t h e  v o l u m e  o f  I D A  f i n a n c i n g  a n d  p a c e  o f  d i s b u r s e m e n t s  f o r  n u t r i t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y
a r o u n d  c r i s i s  p r e v e n t i o n ,  p r e p a r e d n e s s  a n d  r e s p o n s e  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  p r o p o s e d  F r a g i l i t y ,
C o n f l i c t  a n d  V i o l e n c e  ( F C V )  l e n s .  

3 .

A d d r e s s  t h e  c r i t i c a l  r o l e  t h a t  n u t r i t i o n  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  p l a y  w i t h i n  c r i s i s  p r e v e n t i o n ,
p r e p a r e d n e s s ,  a n d  r e s p o n s e  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l e n s  o n  F r a g i l i t y  a n d  t h e  C r i s i s  R e s p o n s e
W i n d o w  ( C R W )  b y :

4 .
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a .  I n c r e a s i n g  t h e  C R W  a n d  E a r l y  R e s p o n s e  F i n a n c i n g  ( E R F )  b y  a t  l e a s t  5 0 %  a b o v e  t h e
c e i l i n g  o f  $ 1  b i l l i o n ,  w h i c h  w a s  r e a c h e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f i s c a l  y e a r  o f  I D A 2 0 ;

b .  E s t a b l i s h i n g  c l e a r  l i n k s  t o  t h e  P r e p a r e d n e s s  P l a n s  f o r  F o o d  a n d  N u t r i t i o n  S e c u r i t y
C r i s e s ,  w h i c h  e n a b l e  s y s t e m a t i c  a c t i o n  a t  c o u n t r y ,  r e g i o n a l  a n d  g l o b a l  l e v e l s ,  a n d
d e d i c a t e d  a r r a n g e m e n t s  a t  g l o b a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  l e v e l s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  P r e p a r e d n e s s
P l a n s  a n d  e n s u r e  t i m e l y  a c t i o n  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  t r i g g e r e d .

c .  R e v i s i n g  t h e  t r i g g e r i n g  c r i t e r i a  f o r  f o o d  s e c u r i t y  c r i s e s  i n  t h e  C R W  b y  e l i m i n a t i n g
t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  c o u n t r i e s  d e m o n s t r a t e  a  w o r s e n i n g  t r e n d  o f  a t  l e a s t  f i v e
p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s  t o  p r o v i d e  B a n k  s t a f f  m o r e  d i s c r e t i o n  a n d  e n a b l e  a n  e a r l i e r
r e s p o n s e  t o  e m e r g i n g  f o o d  i n s e c u r i t y  a n d  m a l n u t r i t i o n  e v e n t s .
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5 .  S u p p o r t i n g  c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  p r e v e n t ,  d e t e c t  a n d  t r e a t  a c u t e  
m a l n u t r i t i o n  i n  t h e i r  c r i s i s  p r e p a r e d n e s s  a n d  r e s p o n s e  p l a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s p e c i f i c i t y  o n  t h e  m o s t
c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  t o  b u i l d  r e s i l i e n c e  o f  v u l n e r a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n s .  M a t e r n a l  n u t r i t i o n
s t a t u s  a n d  c h i l d  w a s t i n g  a r e  k e y  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  h o w  w e l l  t h i s  i s  b e i n g  a d d r e s s e d .

6 .   W i t h i n  t h e  “ P e o p l e ”  s p e c i a l  t h e m e / f o c u s  a r e a ,  p o l i c y  c o m m i t m e n t s  s h o u l d  b e t t e r  r e f l e c t
e q u i t a b l e  s u p p o r t  f o r  c o u n t r i e s  t o  p r o m o t e  c h i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t  b y  e x p a n d i n g  a c c e s s  t o
m a t e r n a l  a n d  c h i l d  h e a l t h  a n d  n u t r i t i o n  s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  f o r  c o u n t r i e s  t o  d e v e l o p  r e s i l i e n t
n u t r i t i o n  d e l i v e r y  s y s t e m s .

7 .  W i t h i n  t h e  “ P l a n e t ”  s p e c i a l  t h e m e / f o c u s  a r e a ,  t h e  a p p r o a c h  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  a  c l e a r  d e f i n i t i o n
o f  w h a t  a  r e s i l i e n t ,  h e a l t h y  s u s t a i n a b l e  f o o d  s y s t e m  i s ,  p r i o r i t i s e  s m a l l h o l d e r  f a r m e r s ,  a n d
p r o v i d e  s p e c i f i c i t y  o n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  i n v e s t m e n t s  g o v e r n m e n t s  c a n  m a k e  t o  i m p r o v e  c r o s s -
s e c t o r a l  n u t r i t i o n  a n d  h e a l t h y  d i e t s  s o l u t i o n s  a n d  s m a l l h o l d e r  l i v e l i h o o d s .
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d .  S u p p o r t i n g  c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  p r e v e n t ,  d e t e c t  a n d  t r e a t  a c u t e
m a l n u t r i t i o n  i n  t h e i r  c r i s i s  p r e p a r e d n e s s  a n d  r e s p o n s e  p l a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s p e c i f i c i t y  o n
t h e  m o s t  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  t o  b u i l d  r e s i l i e n c e  o f  v u l n e r a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n s .
M a t e r n a l  n u t r i t i o n  s t a t u s  a n d  c h i l d  w a s t i n g  a r e  k e y  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  h o w  w e l l  t h i s  i s
b e i n g  a d d r e s s e d .


